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Dark nights are here – time for a festive newsletter wishing you all the compliments of the season, reflecting on the year’s events and updating you with a few changes and news of forthcoming happenings 

The club has seen a varied programme of events and training days at lots of local venues this year and we hope you have all enjoyed a successful summer season! 

September 2011 marked the joint 50th anniversary celebration for the Riding Club and the East Cheshire Pony Club. Huge thank you to our Pony Club friends for a great do at the Swettenham Arms – especially Ellie Miller who was fantastic - and here’s to the next 50 years! 
2011 Team News
ECCTG has well and truly had a year to remember across all disciplines this year at British Riding Club Championship events. 
The National Championships held at Lincoln in September saw success for teams and individuals alike. 
Our Intermediate SJ team Vicky Jones, Ellie Miller, Jocelyn Gleave and Lauren Murphy won a thrilling competition to become National Champions – Jocelyn and Pebbly Humbug were the winning Individual combination, with Lauren and Toby 3rd individually.  This was Humbug and Jocelyn’s second title – and Tarek and Ellie’s third – fantastic – many congrats to all four! 
Dressage saw the open team take 8th place and 4 individual placings: 

Brook Butler claimed 9th in the Prelim, Elaine Sutcliffe 3rd in her Novice Section and two great wins - Iestyn Lewis was first equal in the Medium, and Nicky Toomer won the Elementary.  Special mention here for Harry (Littlewood Splashes) and his rider Nicky and owner Tracey Talbot – 2 National Dressage titles in 2 years – more congrats to all three!
In addition to the Lincoln successes our Novice team also qualified for the Championships in the Horse Trials at Aston le Walls; Sarah Spearing, Hannah Leech, Jane Swann and Kim Cummings  were 11th  with Hannah Leech and Kim Cummins both taking 10th in their respective sections. 

Our Novice FOTH (Hunter trial as was) team qualified for the National Champs also held at Aston le Walls, went fabulously and won!  Brilliant – Tori Rigby and the marvellously consistent Tipsy, Hannah Mulliner, Hannah Leech and Christine Guildford  – worthy national Champs!
This year also saw the debut of the “Cheshire challengers” the newly formed endurance team for ECCTG. Pat Guerin, Sue Williams, Marjorie Higgs and Jane Wyatt qualified for the championships at their first attempt and finished a fantastic 2nd overall at the finals. 

Full reports can be found on the website: www.ecctg.com 

Well done everyone! 
* 2012 teams *
If you would like be part of a team representing ECCTG in 2012 then please contact the Chef d’equipe for the discipline(s) in which you are interested ASAP - don’t wait to be called… if you want to get involved let us know!

Chef d’equipes:
· Showjumping: Gwen Robinson: 01477 535985
· Horsetrials: Lisa Deaville: 01260 252801
· Dressage: Juliet Foden: 01477 571773
· Hunter Trails: Tori Rigby: 01260 278647
· Endurance – Pat Guerin:  01477 534194
Training

This year we have seen a series of well supported training events. Members have enjoyed group clinics across all disciplines, highlights have included showjump training with Corrine Collins, group sessions at Somerford  XC with Michael Owen and a number of dressage clinics with various judges and dressage trainers. The success of these training events is something we hope to continue and build on in 2012.

Membership Renewals
Membership renewals for the 2011/2012 season were due on the 1st November. If you haven’t already done so please return your membership forms to Alison Unwin ASAP. Forms can be found at the back of your Spring 2011 to Winter 2012 Programme or can be printed from the website: www.ecctg.com. New members are most welcome, so any interested friends and family – contact Alison! 

Notes on Entries

Entries to all weekend ECCTG events close on the Monday prior to the event, please ensure you have your entries in on time to avoid disappointment. Late entries may be accepted but this will be at the  discretion of the organiser.
Entries for Show jumping events will be taken on the day but will be subject to additional charge of £2. 
Guests will be required to pay an additional £2 on top of the normal entry fee. 

*NEW 2 classes for £15 deal*  Members choosing to pre enter (i.e. not on the day)  2 show jumping classes at any show jumping event will be charged just £15 for both classes instead of £8 per class.  Please note this deal refers to 2 classes entered by the same horse and rider combination. 

 Please note: if you enter a competition and choose not to attend you will still be required to pay the full entry fee for the classes you entered. 
Presentation supper and Annual General meeting:
The AGM and Presentation supper will take place on Friday 3rd February at Hulley's Sports Complex, Astra Zeneca, Charter Way, Hurdsfield Industrial Estate, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2NA.

We will start at 7.00pm with the AGM, and then proceed to supper at about 8.30pm and presentation of trophies and awards for the year.

No need to do anything but turn up for the AGM – of course there is no charge for this - your input is vital – we hope as many of you as possible will attend to celebrate your successes this season and have your say on past and future Club activities.  If you wish to bring tack etc for our usual tack sale, we are sure there will be room, so feel free!

We hope you will all wish to stay on for supper and presentation of trophies – tickets are £12 which will include a choice of Lasagne or Chilli, plus a desert, if you are a vegetarian, please let Alison know in advance, tickets available from Alison Unwin –01625 619194 or email alpaulunwin@tiscali.co.uk.  We do need to know final numbers in good time, so it would be marvellous if you would buy your tickets in the not so distant future!
Parking: Visitors should follow the car parking signs to the multi-storey car park behind Hulleys. It is covered, well lit and safe and a very short walk away from the entrance.  There are lifts available.
Could all trophy holders please ensure they return them to Brian Smith by the 1st January 2012.
CHANGE OF DATE: 
Showjumping Indoor (with separate jump off) at Alsager EC in the programme  as 11th March has been moved at the request of the Harrisons to the 25th March; all other details remain the same.
INDOOR EVENTING
Open Indoor Eventing Competition will take place on Sunday 15th January, 2012, with classes ranging from Beginners at 0.75m to Novice at 1.07m. Please telephone Alison Unwin 01625 619194 or email alpaulunwin@tiscali.co.uk    for a schedule. 

ANOTHER CHANGE!

In accordance with members’ wishes, we have changed the Dressage tests for our competition at Somerford Park Farm on March 4th from Eventing tests to Dressage tests – we will have 2 Prelim tests – Prelim 4 and 18, (2002)  Novice 37 (2007),  Elementary 57 (2007),  Medium 61, Advanced Medium  85. Advanced and above – please arrange with organiser – Ann Harrison.  
Finally we are now on Facebook, just search for East Cheshire Combined Training Group and click ‘like’ for regular updates and reminders of forthcoming competitions and training.

We look forward to seeing you at our events over the coming months; we are working on next year’s programme as we write – and please keep an eye on the website for details of any additional outings in the near future.
Very best wishes for the festive season!

The ECCTG Committee
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